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SUMMARY

The 1917 Historical Rift: The Revolutionary Context for Rus-
sian Literature. Studies and Materials.

The first section of the book — ‘Scholarly Studies’ — offers a set of
analytical articles spelling out the involvement of the Russian writers
with the newly emerged institutions, culture-bearing circles and proj-
ects of the early Soviet years. This section also sets forth the previously
overlooked pages of the history of the revolutionary Russian journal
criticism, the shifting takes on the classical Russian literary heritage,
conditioned by the ideological tossing and turning in the year 1917.
The motif/image dynamics within the literary accounts of the histor-
ical events and transplantations of modernist models and spiritual
practices into a new historical soil are also under consideration here.

The second section — “Texts and Sources — presents, among
other things, the conflated versions of the texts (which are supplied
with notes and scholarly commentaries for the first time) of the less-
er-known journal criticism by D. Merezhkovsky and Vs. Ivanov, the
newly exposed archive materials by V. Bryusov, L. Andreyev, V. Mura-
vyov and others, the cycle of essays “At a Mountain Pass” (“NaPereva-
le”) by A. Bely, together with the sources elucidating his undertakings
at “The Palace of Arts”. This section also contains the long-neglected
stage production of A. Blok’s poem “The Twelve”, a survey of A. Levin-
son’s texts of criticism written in French and focusing on the subject
of literature and Revolution, the antroposophical writings of the early
Soviet period, etc.

The book is intended for students of philology and of the human-
ities in general, for a wide readership looking for the cutting-edge
discussions of the subject “The Russian Revolution of 1917 and Lit-
erature’.
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